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ON MAY 27 STATED IN PARLIAMENT, ACCORDING TO PRESS, THAT 
"A SHIP BELONGING TO TPAO (TURKISH PETROLEUM COMPANY) HAS 
ALREADY STARTED OIL EXPLORATION IN THE AEGEAN SEA". EMBASSY 
LEARNED ON MAY 24 FROM A USUALLY RELIABLE SOURCE THAT TURKS 
MIGHT SEND SOME TYPE OE VESSEL INTO AEGEAN ON MAY 26 OR 27 
TO TAKE SOUNDINGS. 

2. COMMENT: WE ARE UNDER STRONG IMPRESSION THAT TPAO 
DOES NOT OWN SHIP SUITABLE FOR SEISMIC WORK. WE HAVE NO 

INFO THAT A FOREIGN FIRM YET OPERATING, AND TURKISH NAVY SOURCE 
SAYS NO NAVAL VESSEL INVOLVED. WE ARE SEEKING ADDITIONAL 
INFO. 

3. IT IS PUZZLING THAT, WITH TENSIONS OVER AEGEAN EASING AS 
RESULT OF GREEK NOTE ON SETTLEMENT OE BOUNDARY (ATHENS 3144, 
ANKARA 4055), TURKS SEEM TO BE PROCEEDING WITH POSSIBLY PROVOCATIVE 
ACT OF EXPLORING FOR OIL IN DISPUTED AREA. HOWEVER, SUCH A 
POSTURE WOULD BE CONSISTENT WITH EEFORTS TO IMPROVE THEIR POSITION 
PRIOR TO CARACAS LOS CONEERENCE. 
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